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The potential nesting sites in the Kotel in 2002
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http://www.commonswift.org/colony Jerusalem.html or Sandgrouse 27: 82-87, APUSIist No. 2854 ® Ulrich Tigges 2002

Blue circle = Common Swift (Apus apus) no. 1 and 2 are out off sight, red X = House Sparrow (Passer domesticus), green X = Jackdaw (Corvus
monedula) and white X = Feral Pigeon (Columba livia forma domestica). Black number = number of holes; white number = count of flight ins. Note
that some holes are shared by more than one species.

Most of the holes are situated about nine metres high between the Sth and 10th row of the stones. 16 nesting sites can be found here alone. The
fewest can be found in the southemn part. It seems that more cracks are filled with mortar here. In some holes (nos. 14 and 15) the Common Swifts
entered obliquely, that is, the cavities are at an angle. In nesting site no. 20 the Swifts flew straight into the cavity without touching the entrance hole.
In another four nest sites (nos. 41, 76, 77, 87) the Swifts make a 90° tumn just before the entrance hole and flew into it in this position, without touching
the entrance. One may assume that in such cases, the nesting site is at a certain distance from the entrance hole and that the approach to it is large
enough to allow the bird to fly within it. Two holes are behind vegetation (nos. 22 and 63). When the plants grow further, the nesting sites cannot be
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=miWWQg9EnQg&feature=youtu.be
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