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Back-Yard Bird Count   
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The purpose of the count 
 

 

 

 

The purpose of the survey is to collect information of the ecology of the 

birds that live among us- in town and villages. Participation in the survey 

creates a linkage between the public and nature, birds in particular. 

 This educational and public project was initiated and conducted by us 

with the help of volunteers since January 2006 

:The educational aspect   

The count is led by teachers with children in primary schools, junior high 

schools and high schools and involved the whole community: children,  

teachers, parents, neighbors and others, creating greater awareness to 

the subject of birds in Israel.  

. 

  The results are being processed and presented by graphs and tables 

on the web site of the Center for Back-Yard Birding in Israel 

www.yardbirds.org.il . 

 

 

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/BV.aspx?ref=BVNav&a=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.yardbirds.org.il%2F


3 

Who particpate? 

 

Dozens of educational institutions and 

hundreds of volunteers from all over the 

country and from all sectors participates in 

the survey every year. 

 

 



How do people know to identify the birds? 
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Guidelines in 3 languages: Hebrew, Arabic and English are situated in our 

internet site- www.yardbirds.org.il .  

http://www.yardbirds.org.il/
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How to participate? 

 
Dates of survey: from the middle of January until the end of the first week of February. 

Where will the survey be performed: a garden or park near your home. 

Preferable counting hours: morning from 07:00 to 10:00. (These are the hours when birds 

are busy looking for food after the night’s sleep, and observing them is relatively easy). 

Count duration: 20 minutes: the first 5 minutes for adapting to the area and for the birds to 

adapt to you the surveyors, the remaining 15 minutes for counting the birds around you. 

Counting method: silently sit or stand in one place and write down the number of birds that 

you see or hear around you. Avoid double counting. 

When birds are in large numbers and keep moving throughout the area (i.e. large flocks of 

sparrows or finches) – count the largest number of birds you see during the 15 minutes.  

  

Surveyed area:  

The radius of the surveyed area will not exceed 50 meters. 

Surveyed height above ground:  Top of the trees or just above them. 

When sampling a number of areas – the distance between them will be at least 100 meters. 

A separate form will be filled for every surveyed area. 

* If you identify a bird not mentioned on the survey form, add it in the empty square. 
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Counting forms can 

be unloaded from 

the internet site in 3 

languages: Hebrew, 

Arabic and English 
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Each educational institute receives a certificate 
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Each educational institute are listed openly in the sum of the survey 
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Te Aviv 

Be’er Sheva 

Jerusalem 

Haifa 

2006 

Each settlement is listed openly on the sum of the survey 
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4,600 Birds 

were 

counted In 

2006 

 Species 

and number 

of birds 

counted 
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We focused on 28  main species 
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For more details 

Shlomit Lipschitz 

Shlompof@netvision.net.il 

 

Doron Lahav 

yardbirdsil@gmail.com 

 

mailto:Shlompof@netvision.net.il
mailto:yardbirdsil@gmail.com
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Thank you 

for listening 
 

See you at the 

next count on 

January 2011 

 


